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SUBJECT: W/W MICHAEL J. CYPHER, AKA PADRE CASEMIRO 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 02960 AND PREVIOUS 

1. EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT WITH FONMIN 
OR ACTING FONMIN TO MAKE ORAL PRESENTATION OF STRONG USG 
CONCERN OVER FATE OF AMCIT FATHER MICHAEL CYPHER. EMBASSY 
SHOULD POINT OUT THAT ITS INFORMAL LOWER-LEVEL INQUIRIES 
REGARDING FATE OF FATHER CYPHER 

HAVE BEEN UNFRUITFUL, THAT THERE ARE CIRCULATING IN HONDURAS 
AND IN U.S. A MULTITUDE OF RUMORS, SOME TO EFFECT THAT 
CYPHER WAS ARRESTED AND DETAINED, SOME TO EFFECT THAT CYPHER 
WAS KILLED UNDER STRANGE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THAT IT IS NOW 
NECESSARY TO MAKE FORMAL REQUEST FOR A PROMPT AND FULL 
REPORT FROM GOH ON CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING CYPHER'S 
DISAPPEARANCE. EMBASSY MAY STATE THAT WE DO NOT NECESSAR- 
ILY NEED A SEPARATE REPORT, THAT OUR NEEDS COULD BE MET BY 
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RELEASED PROMPTLY AND IF IT ESTABLISHES CLEARLY THE BASIC 
FACTS SURROUNDING FATHER CYPHER'S DISAPPEARANCE. 

HOWEVER, IF REPORT IS AMBIGUOUS ON THIS POINT, IF IT IS 

NOT GOING TO BE RELEASED PROMPTLY (WITHIN NEXT DAY OR TWO) 

OR IF GOH DOES NOT WISH TO RELEASE THAT REPORT TO USG, 

THEN WE MUST REQUEST SEPARATE, PROMPT ACCOUNT OF FACTS 
IN CYPHER CASE. EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT THAT IF 
FATHER CYPHER HAS BEEN KILLED, USG WILL EXPECT GOH TO 
MAKE PROMPT AND VIGOROUS EFFORT TO APPREHEND AND PROSECUTE 
THOSE RESPONSIBLE. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO PARA. 5, REFTEL, WE WOULD INTEND TO 
FOLLOW UP YOUR ORAL REPRESENTATION WITH FORMAL DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE UNDER ANY OF FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES: A) IF THERE IS 
REASON TO SUSPECT GOH IS NOT VIGOROUSLY PURSUING ALL LEADS 
TO DETERMINE FACTS IN CYPHER CASE; B) IF CYPHER S DEATH IS 
ESTABLISHED AND GOH IS NOT MOVING PROMPTLY TO APPREHEND 
AND PROSECUTE THOSE RESPONSIBLE; AND C) IF CYPHER S DEATH 
IS ESTABLISHED AND THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ANY GOH 
OFFICIAL IMPLICATED. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. INGERSOLL 
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